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Sharing concerns and feelings

WHAT IS THE INSTITUTE?

The Institute is a one-week program for
parents of children (up to age five) who have
a significant hearing loss. The Institute is
held during June on the campus of the lllinois
School for the Deaf. Parents learn about
hearing loss. They also learn about their
child’s individual strengths and needs.
Parents will meet other parents who also
have children who are deaf or hard of
hearing.

WHERE IS THE INSTITUTE?

The Institute is held at the lllinois School for
the Deaf in Jacksonville. Jacksonville is 30
miles west of Springfield on Interstate 72.

Living on the ISP campus
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WHAT ABOUT SIBLINGS?

Brothers and sisters, age seven and under, can
come to Institute. They will go to activities for their
age group at The Nursery School on the ISD cam-
pus. They will also stay with their families in the
dorms and go to recreational activities.

WHAT DOES IT COST?

There is no cost for families who come to Insti-
tute. The classes, lectures and evaluations are all
free. Meals and housing are provided at no charge
on the campus of the lllinois School for the Deaf.
Scholarships will be given to families for their week
of participation.

WHO WORKS AT THE INSTITUTE?
Professionals from all over lllinois come to the Insti-
tute. They come from hospitals, schools, colleges,
private centers, ISD, DSCC and DPH.

WHO SPONSORS THE INSTITUTE?
The Institute receives money and services from:
*Department of Human Services
Division of Rehabilitation Services
lllinois School for the Deaf (ISD)
*Department of Public Health (DPH)
*lllinois State Board of Education (ISBE)
*University of lllinois/Division of Specialized
Care for Children (DSCC)

With additional funding from:
*Gallaudet University Regional Center
at Johnson Community College
*Children’s Memorial Hospital - Chicago
*Department of Human Services
Bureau of Early Intervention

Attending parent classes

WHAT DO PARENTS DO?

The parents go to classes every day. They
learn about children and hearing loss. They
also meet in groups to discuss their concerns.
Parents attend daily lectures by experts.
Lecture topics include child development, types
of hearing loss, language development,

parent rights, school programs, communication
choices, hearing aids, cochlear implants, and
Deaf Culture.

WHAT DO CHILDREN DO?

Each morning the children go to classrooms
supervised by experienced teachers. They are
given otological, hearing, vision, psychological,
speech, language and educational evaluations.

Learning and playing
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